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Elk Rlver Reactor

Radlologlcal Summary

Intrbductlon

The Elk Rlver Reactor was constructed by the U.S. Atomic  Energy

Conlssion  at Elk River. Minnesota,  as part of Its power reactor

demonstration program. Elk Rlver Is located approximately  30 miles

northwest of Mlnneapolls,  Minnesota  (see Figure 1). The reactor, a

bolllng  water type having  a thermal rattng  of 58.2 mega watts. was

operated from November 1962 through January 1968. An AEC Contract

(No. AT (ll-l)-651)  with  the Rural Cooperatlve Power Assoclatlon

(RCPA) requlred dlsmantllng of the reactor and removal of all

detectable reactor orlglnated radloactlvlty when operations ceased.

Fuel elements and ontrol rods were removed rom the s\te shortly

after plant In January 1968. The reactor was dlsmantled in

1971.

Radloloqlcal Status

After completion of dlsmantllng actlvltles
e"

nd prlor to backflll

of the cavltles, a fIna radlatlon survey of the slte was performed

during  June and July of 1974 to verlfy that all radloactlvlty

hazardous to public  health and safety had been removed. Solld

materlals resultlng from the dtsmantltng which  contalned detectable

reactor orlglnated radloactlvtty  was disposed  of outside  the state of

Hlnnesota. The total radloactlve Inventory of reactor components was

9.869.3  curies  as of April 30. 1971. No evidence  of radlatlon  levels

In excess of normal background were found durlng the flnal site

survey. Oetatled  results of the survey are summarized In report

COO-651-92, Final Elk Rjver Reactor Site Survey Results and Sumnary.

dated July 23, 1974.

-l-



Elk River Reactor Plant Location

Elk River, Mtnnesota

Figure  1
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. Current Use

After completion  of the dismantling  operatlon, the Intent of RCPA

was to use the reactor slte for facllltles  associated with its

fossil-fired  electric  generatlng  plant: A recent (August 13, 1984)

telephone conversation  with  the Unlted Power Assoclatlon  In Elk River,

Mlnnesota, confirmed that the former Elk River Nuclear reactor slte Is

currently bejng  used for a coal-flred power plant.
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ELK RIVER REACTOR PLANT  LOCATION
Elk River, Minmda
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